INITIRTED IN THE SECRETS

OF MASONRY IN SIENA

AND INSPIRED BY ANCIENT
CHINESE TOWNS,
RICHARD RHODES
ETCHES STORIES
IN STONE FOR HIS
CLIENTS® HOMES.

BY DAVID LASKIN

o say that Richard Rhodes earns his living selling stone is a largely devoted to realizing the shelter fantasies of

bit like saying Rem Koolhaas is in the construction busi- billionaires and celebrities. (Though Rhodes doesn’t

ness. Rhodes, the 45-year-old founder and president of divulge their names, according to press reports clients
Rhodes Architectural Stone, is our local Renaissance mason—a include Martha Stewart, Oprah Winfrey, and Oracle
literate, thoughtful, ambitious, visionary artist who happens to founder Larry Ellison.) But it made perfect sense as I
express himself through granite, limestone, and sandstone. A stood beside a retired Wall Street wizard’s 36,000-
Rhodes wall, whether it’s surrounding an overlook on Cayuse Pass square-foot (give or take a few thousand) palace
or sheathing a Kirkland lakeside mansion, is like a mosaic in four under construction in Greenwich, Connecticut, and
dimensions—or maybe five: In addition to texture, color, mass, ran my hands and eyes over the gorgeous earth-
and weight, every stone has a story that continues to be shaped by toned antique limestone that Rhodes’s company
time and place. “Working in stone,” Rhodes told me recently in has imported from abandoned Chinese villages. It
the high-ceilinged stone conference room of his Capitol Hill office, was lunch hour, the masons were playing soccer
“is a gift and a privilege. You're free to express the highest aspira- under a grove of rustling maples on the 47-acre
tion of your time—and you’re working with a material that will former farm, and the sun had just burst through
outlive you, and very likely outlive your civilization.” clouds in the humid southern New England sky

This may sound like a lofty mission statement for a career to ignite a slow, hard fire in the five-story-high
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